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Dear Parent or Carer 

I hope that you have had a 

positive week despite the 

wider world events. I am 

really proud and encouraged 

by our students’ attitude 

towards the situation in Ukraine and their 

kindness in wanting to show support and practical 

help to aid the refugees. There is a planned official 

Peace Rally in Bexhill tomorrow with details 

attached if you are able to support our local stand 

for peace.  

We have noticed an increase of the inappropriate use of mobile phones so please 

support us by reminding your child to keep their phone out of sight and not used 

during the Academy day. Our policy is very clear that in order to keep everyone 

safe and focused on learning, mobile phones should not be seen or heard around 

the Academy. Thanks for your support with this. 

You may have noticed the news recently where it was reported that Bexhill 

Academy is the 10th most over-subscribed school in East Sussex. This makes us 

the number 1 most oversubscribed school in the Bexhill district and that the 

Academy is growing as the literal number one choice for parents in the local area. 

We want to provide the very best 

experience for your child holistically so 

please do not hesitate to contact your 

child’s pastoral manager, Year Leader or myself if you have a need. 

Today I have had the pleasure to meet an outstanding young man who 

was a student here until he left in July 2019. He is called Jack Doorey-

Palmer and he now plays rugby professionally for England. He leaves some 

advice for students today about their attitude and time in school: 

‘Two years down the line you will really miss it. Don’t take school for 

granted. I fought the system and didn’t always appreciate my teachers and 

being at school. If I could do it again, I would make more effort and attend 

lessons every day as it would have helped me for my future. 



I was put forward for Harlequins PDD the player development programme in Y9 when I was a student here. This 

gave me focus training sessions and I learnt that to be successful you have to put the work in and be committed. A 

year later I got put forward for the Elite Harlequin’s programme training weekly and regular games – my 

attendance and punctuality to this was vital or I would have been thrown off the team. I stayed on to play in under 

18’s premiership Academy League. Students need to look at the longer term. I wish I had focused more instead of 

being the class clown.  Now I am at Worthing College studying BTEC sport and in a professional rugby club 

working with younger players going through all the stages to get signed up after the Academy League. I am proud 

to play professional rugby for our country and so grateful for the opportunities Bexhill Academy has given me. I 

have loved visiting the school and miss it.’ 

This young man is inspiring but so are your children and everyone is precious to us regardless of their journey and 

aspirations. Together we can inspire them to reach their personal best. 

I have loved popping into lessons and seeing some great practice this week. 

Teachers circulating and giving instant feedback, ensuring all students are 

working and the calm focused lessons. 

I would like to commend our student, Alfie J who received First and Second 
place at the Hastings Music Festival awards. We are so proud of him along 
with his mum Lorna 
 
We wish you a restful weekend 

Warmest wishes, 

 
 
Catherine Davies 
Executive Principal 
MA, MBA, BA (Hons), NPQH 
 

Calendar Dates 
 
Monday 14th March - Year 11 Food and Nutrition NEA 
Tuesday 15th March - Year 11 Food and Nutrition NEA 
Thursday 17th March – Year 11 Parents Evening 
Friday 18th March – Year 11 Parents Evening 
Wednesday 23rd March, 4-7pm – Parent Drop in 
Wednesday 30th March – Year 9 Teenage booster– please make sure you complete the online form. Any questions 
please contact the Immunisation team: 01273696011 ext3789/2080 
 
Thursday 31 March - whole school Covid vaccines – please make sure you complete the online form (one form per 
vaccine). Any questions please contact the vaccination team: 0800 4334545 
Please be aware students will not be vaccinated if they have received the COVID-19 dose 1 less than 12 
weeks before the planned session date and students who have had a COVID-19 infection less than 12 
weeks before the session date 
 
Thursday 24th March – Postponed Year 7 Parents Evening 
Monday 28th – Friday 1st April – French and Spanish Oral Exams 
31st March – Red Carpet Event 
Friday 1st April – Year 11 Group Photograph 
Friday 1st April – Last day of Term 4 



Tuesday 19th April – First day of Term 5 
 
Thursday 30th June – Year 11 Prom (more information to follow) 

 
Special Educational Needs (SEN) Update 
 
This week we would like to introduce Cathy Wilson, the Lead TA for Physical and Sensory Needs: 
 
My role as a TA for Physical and Sensory Needs involves Liaising with Physiotherapists, OT’s     
And parents to help support students with their individual needs. I implement Physio 
programmes, 
And check that students have appropriate seating arrangements and equipment. I 
complete Sensory 
Checklists with students to see if there is any extra support they might need. I update also 
student 
Passports with any relevant information to inform teaching staff of any changes in a 
student’s needs. 
 
I run a Sensory Circuit at Tutor time for a small group of students with Sensory issues which 
Enables them to relieve any anxiety, to help with their gross and fine movement control, and help them to focus 
and feel fabulous for the remains of the day. 
 

Safeguarding Update 

Young Carers Action Day 

I’m delighted to attached details of a training and celebration event for Young Carers 

Action Day 2022. This will take place on the 16th March 2022 from 3pm – 5 pm at The 

Court Room, Eastbourne Town Hall. 

3pm: Informal training: Taking Action on Isolation - how we can ensure young carers 

are identified and supported 

Followed by; 

4.30pm: The premiere of our young carers film ‘Bursting the Bubble’ where you will get a chance to meet the 

stars and hear about the production of the film. 

What is Young Carers Action Day? 

Young Carers Action Day is an annual event, organised each year by Carers Trust. 

It’s a day for raising public awareness of young carers and young adult carers, the pressures and challenges they 

face, and the incredible contribution they make by caring for their family members and friends. 

It is also a day to call for more action to support young and young adult carers and give them the extra bit of help 

they need to live full and healthy lives. 

Young Carers Action Day 2022 - Taking Action on Isolation 

Before deciding what the theme would be for Young Carers Action Day 2022, the Carers Trust spoke to young 

carers and young adult carers to ask them what they thought. 



And they were very clear - they wanted this year’s Young Carers Action Day to be all about securing action to help 

address the isolation they experience as young and young adult carers. 

They highlighted how having the right support in place – such as regular short breaks from caring - can be really 

beneficial, giving them a better chance of succeeding in all parts of their lives. 

To book a place please contact info@cftc.org.uk 

For further information, please view this website for Care for Carers East Sussex https://www.cftc.org.uk/ 

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact safeguarding team. 

Mark Linch 
Associate Assistant Principal - DSL 
 

Mental Health Update 

I have been invovled with some research that is investigating the imapact of the pandemic on the mental health of 

school children and I think that is would be fair to say that the COVID Pandemic has created a significant mental 

well-being decline in our students. These children missed some key developmental stages in primary school across 

the entire schooling population. Reception children missed the opportunity to learn through play and how to 

interact with each other. The Year 6 students 

missed the right of passage to say good bye 

to their friends and staff at primary and move 

up to secondary school in the “normal” way. 

For children in secondary the pattern is really 

the same, just older with ll children missing 

key learning of what makes them how they 

are as well as in the classroom.  

What the research is showing is that a key 

foundation to helping children through any 

situation has ben dramtically reduced, and in 

some cases is non-existant. This foundation is 

RESILIENCE! At the core of everything we do 

there has to be a significant element of 

resilience. Resilience has such an impact on 

so many things we do. Some of the key 

componemtns are listed and ecxplained 

below: 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@cftc.org.uk
https://www.cftc.org.uk/


    As the tragic situation against the Ukraine continues I know that children are finsing it difficult to understand the 

situation. I am finding it difficult, especically on how to talk to the children about it. How much do they need to 

know? What can they do to help? I know as a school community we are looking at diffent things that we can do to 

suport the humanitarian efforts….. Watch this space. There is some detailed information below that may help you 

in talking to your children about the events in the Ukraine.  

The school has a dedicated Mental Health website and Emotional Well-

Being page. If you are unsure of where to look for support this is a good 

place to start. 

www.bexhillacademy.org/about/mental-health-and-emotional-well-being 

If you have any concerns regarding the mental health or well-being of 

your child or would like support yourself, please contact your Pastoral 

Team or email me directly victoria.ransom@bexhillacademy.org 

 

Victoria Ransom,  
Mental Health First Aid Lead  

http://www.bexhillacademy.org/about/mental-health-and-emotional-well-being
mailto:victoria.ransom@bexhillacademy.org


 

Careers and Employability at Bexhill Academy  
Bexhill Jobs and Apprenticeships  Fair  2022  
 

 



We welcome back the Bexhill Jobs and apprenticeships fair at the de la war pavilion on Friday 25th March. Letters 
will be coming home to invite students to participate in this event during the day with the school and with the 
support of parents and carers. 
Whether you’re considering a new role, a change of career or are taking your first step on the career ladder, visit 
the Bexhill Jobs & Apprenticeships Fair, in association with Bexhill College, at the De La Warr Pavilion on Friday 25 
March, 11am – 3pm. 
With businesses in sectors including Construction, Financial Services, Hospitality, IT, Telecoms, Manufacturing, 
Engineering and Health & Social Care, all actively recruiting to fill full and part-time roles, the 2022 fair will be a 
fantastic opportunity to explore the local jobs market and meet and talk to prospective employers. 
In addition to jobs, there will be apprenticeships and work placements on offer plus full and part-time courses 
and skills development and training opportunities. 
Bexhill Jobs & Apprenticeships Fair is a community-led initiative organised by the De La Warr Pavilion, Huw 
Merriman MP, Bexhill College, Rother District Council, Bexhill Chamber of Commerce and Bexhill Town Team. 
 
The academy has been busy embracing National Careers Week and International Woman’s Day. Students have 
had the pleasure of parents and former students coming into to school to discuss their career journeys and what 
opportunities are available to them see the Careers newsletter for further details . 
 
The Year 10 work experience will be running 
from July 4th to July 8th   
All students are excited about this and we are 
currently confirming all placements and will be in 
touch with students and parents in due course. 
In preparation for this all yr. 10 students will be 
looking at using a careers website we have in 
school to see what job roles would suit them 
with their skills. Tutors will be introducing 
Morrisby in tutor time in the following weeks. 
 
 
 

 



Please read the careers newsletter for more  exciting news  jobs of the week   and university outreach programme 
opportunities . 
If you need an further information or would like to work with the academy to raise the aspiration and 
opportunities for our students I would really like to hear from you . 
Have a great weekend  
Donna Mills  
Lead for careers and employability   
 
 

Chartwells Catering Update – please see next week menu 

  

 
 



 
Kind regards,  
Annette and Team 
 

Music Update 
 
Messages from the Music Department 
 
Applications for instrumental lessons commencing in Term 5 are now open! A few spaces for lessons on any of 
the following instruments are available: Vocals, Piano, Keyboard, Drum Kit, Guitar, Bass, Violin. 
 
Please see the attached instrumental lessons leaflet. These are also available from the music department or 
student reception, as well as on the Academy website. Applications can be handed to the music department or 
directly to: matthew.lewis@bexhillacademy.org  
 
Upcoming events: 
31st March - Y11 Final GCSE Performance Evening 
June - Diamond Jubilee Celebrations and Performances (TBC) 
18th, 19th, 20th July - Matilda! Production of the school musical 
 
Matilda - Rehearsals are in full swing now with the Drama department. Rehearsals are Monday and Wednesday 3-
4.30pm as according to the rehearsal schedule. Please check this to know when you are due to rehearse! (On 
Google Classroom) 
 
Clubs - Vocal Ensemble and Live Lounge! Band Practice are running after school 2.50-3.50pm Mondays and 
Tuesdays in the music department. We are preparing for events - come along and join in! 
 
Y11 Music Mastery - Year 11 GCSE music students are invited any time after school to the music department to 
continue their composition completion and/or rehearsal for the upcoming solo performance.  
 
Music Superstar learners: 
Y7 - Lola J, Molly H, Mia A, Tiffany B, Poppy W, Ava H, Lexie H, Stanley Z, Stevie-Rose F, Finley S, Torrie C, Erin M, 
Scarlett T, Annaliese S, Fletcher O, Elijah S, Molly S, Bella H, Chloe B, Freya B, Grace C, Jess M, Bethany P, Sophie T, 
Rosie K 
 
Y8 - Ashley C, Elizabeth W, Megan C, Jack R, Kristopher H, Billy L, Aariyan G, Harry G, Isabel J, Annmarie P, Mollie 
O'C 
 
Y9 - Daisy H, Tasha R, Charlie G, Isla S, Jess P, Nyla C, Yunus A, Rebecca A, Divina G, Jack W, Alex A-E, Barney R, 
Dan E, Jake H, Zach E, Matthew N, Luc W, Finley S, Rein F, Frank C 
 
Y10 - Chloe-Louise M, Oliver C, Lilly W, Jacob D-H, Yunus E-A, Zachary C, Lottie T 
 
Y11 - Hall B, Marcus J, Logan S-M, Charlotte D, Phoebe G, Jackson P, Oliver G-H 
 
And last but not least, a HUGE congratulations to all those taking part in the Hastings Music Festival. Wow! Keep 
being brilliant - we are very proud! 
 

mailto:matthew.lewis@bexhillacademy.org


 
 



 



 
Mr. Lewis 
Head of Music 
 



 
Mrs McKay – Librarian 

These are our amazing new student librarians who are doing an amazing job 
supporting me and the other students in the library. Calvin Rutland Y8, Ellie M Y7, Ruby H 
Y7, Olivia G Y7, Hope J Y8, Mariya A Y7, Winnie B Y7, Lois D Y7, Ben N Y8, Jayden H Y8, Millie J Y7, 
Cally P Y7, Tallulah T Y8, Freya C Y8, Mollie S Y7, Eden K Y7, Mylee G Y8, Kitty U Y8, Matthew W yr8, 
Emma L Y9 
 

Miss Purdy – Food Tech 

Year 7 – 
Beres R - Great contribution to class discussion  
Max W - Excellent focus in theory lesson 
  
Year 8  
Rebecca T - Great contribution to class discussion  
Orion P - Excellent focus in theory lesson 
Reem K - Independence and supporting others in practical 
lesson 
  
Year 9  
Ivan P - Showing kindness and generosity to others 
Tom R - Independence and focus in practical lesson 
Tia L - Independence and focus in practical lesson 
  
Year 10  
Charlotte E - Outstanding engagement in class and with on 
line revision 
Amy G - Applying knowledge of presentation skills 
 
Mrs Watson 
Leon B, Brandon R and Taylor G  for  most improved focus and motivation Missy B, Elousie M, Elsie C, Ayva N, Rubi 
L-S, Alex O, Hugo P - consistent high level of motivation and excellent standard of written work.  
 

Mrs Deeprose - Maths 
 
Students are currently raising money for Bexhill Food Bank by 'Guessing the number of sweets in the jar'. The 
Maths Scholars will be using the data from the guesses to create maths tasks for tutor time to coincide with 
World Maths Day on 23rd March. 
Watch this space for further news! 
 

Mrs Watts – Art 

Art super star learners this week are all from 7X4, a very talented group of year 7 artists, here are just a few of the 

Brilliant, creative and exciting home learning tasks, I promised last week. I apologise for saying this each week, it’s 

a joy to teach such talented artists a special mention and well done to  Bella H, Maisie P, Samer S, Zoe B, Louis H, 

Annaliese S, Lily-Rose P, Scarlett J, Torrie C and Roxanne P. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Final entries for FOLLOW THAT DUCK Friday 18th March! 


